RURAL  DISTRICT. 

of  ^he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1947,  , 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  Report  for  1947  shall 
again  he  abbreviated  and  confined  to  information  concerning  essential 
and  exceptional  matters,  . Statistics  are  to  be  preserved  but  not 
included  in  the  Report,  The  Minister  desires  it  to  include  remarks  on 
the  progress  of  diphtheria  immunisation,  poliomyelitis,  and  certain 
particulars  regarding  the  water  supply,  . 


General  Health  Statistics, 


'Si 


These  indicate  that  the  health  of  the  population;  'continued  ori  the 
whole  good  during  the  year.  The  widespread  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis 
which  affected  the  whole  Country  during  the  letter  half  of  the  year’^ 
caused  six  cases  in  this  District,  but  no  deaths.  . 

Those  is  a general  inpression  that  stomach  ajid  bowel  disorders, 
causing  short  but  inconvenient  illnesses,  were  unduly  prevalent.  The 
only  statistical  indication  of  this  is  the  fact  that  21  notifications  of 
dysentery  wore  received.  On  the  other  hand  there  were  no  notifications 
of  food  poisoning  or  of  any  of  the  enteric  fevers,  and  only  one  death 
from  infantile  diarrhoea.  Some  of  these  gastric  disorders  were  no  doubt 
due  to  the  mild  dysentery  infections  but  by  no  means  all.  Medical 
practitioners  have  been  asked  to  report  all  such  cases,  whether  or  not  a 
notifiable  disease  is  diagnosed,  and  to  take  every  opportunity  of  getting 
earljr  specimens  from  the  patients  for  laboratory  investigation. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1947  was  even  higher  than  the  high  figure 
recorded  in  1946,  viz,  24,5  per  thousand  of  population  as  conpared  with 
22.8  in  1946  and  a National  Birth  rate  of  20,5  for  1947,  , 

Death  Rate  was  12,  3.  Tho  figure  for  1946  was  10, 6 and  the 
National  Death  Rate  for  1947  was  12.0,  , 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria.  , 


It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  1947  50,4  % of  the  child 
population  aged  0 to  5 were  immunised  amd  ^9,3  % of  those  aged  5 to  15.  , 
These  figures  are  somewhat  lower  than  those  estimated  at  the  end  of  1946c 
It  is  now  8 years  since  immunisation  was  started  and  its  effect  has  been 
to  reduce  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  almost  to  vanishing  point.  The 
last  notification  received  in  this  District  was  one  case  in  1946. 
Unfortunately  as  tho  disease  becomes  rarer  parents  are  apt  to  be  less 
heedful  of  the  codv ant  ages  of  immunisation,  , 


Water  Supplies,  , 

The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  still  dependent  on  wells.  Most 
of  these  being  in  the  chalk  formation  give  a tolerably  pure  supply.  If 
deep  enough  they  yield  plenty  of  water,  but  in  some  places  they  are  too 
shallow  and  a serious  shortage  of  water  occurs  in  seasons  of  drought.  . 

The  number  of  Parishes  provided  with  piped  supplies, most  of  them 
only  partly,  is  now  14,  one  more  than  last  year.  The  village  of  Stour- 
paine  received  a new  supply.  Its  source  is  temporary  pending  the  develop- 
ment of  this  Council^  s larger  plans.  It  has  proved  a boon  to  a village 
which  was  formerly  very  inadequately  supplied  by  wells,  . 

17  Parishes  remain  without  piped  supplies,  . 

The  population  with  piped  water  available  is  4,328  out  of  the 
total  population  of  7536,  , 


There  are  now  8 separate  piped  supplies  in  the  District,  Five  of 
•ohem  are  omed  and  managed  by  private  estates  and  are  for  one  reason  or 
another  unsatisfactory,  , ; 

^ 36  sanples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Three  of  them  gave  unsatisfactory  results  for  temporary 
reasons  which  were  remedied,  , 

Wncre  there  is  a piped  supply  standpipes  are  the  usual  provision,  . 
Until  sewerage  is  available  it  is  highly  inadvisable  to  increase  the 
number  of  houses  with  internal  supplies.  Already  429  houses  have  internal 


Sewerage,  , 

i’he  Council’ s new  housing 
small  tenporary  sewage  disposal 
village  sewerage  works,  , 


estates,  now  four  in  occupation,  have 
plants  pending  the  construction  of  larger 


L.  B,  SCOTT,  M,  D.  , D.  P.  H. . 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  . 


'.i  * 


f 


rr 

r 


M.-  V^Ql 

i^^i•.^fl»0{•;iy  : 

4,.^  ., 

,/^Vv  , , • ,,  . 

»r) 


'■4 


7 r^  ^ f'  ' 


L '^Ci;,'.,  Vff'i  Vi' 


‘i^i^ 

■ :rr:- r ’:  '.:r:ott  f^fOt 

^ •■  C- . . '►■'»>  , *'  v,W-7 1 •■  ^Iwj 

to:-  : c-£ic;>.;  Ji5a;..  ;:  Olff  ^opS  e^-S  .:' 

v.i,'.  If,  ffQi  cetij'.:' «'-.  I .!:  ^ ^ tf.-jr  v.';^.', 

■ • . 4^X-r^r:/8  'V  :‘r^  '^ct,:  •-  ^ 

i 


IJ  .fK-'i  :,  , 56  T;t«,  V'  : ..jj  , ;,>^|4» 


- V)i 


^4av*v5t/v^fj.t  / 

. ^ ^ ^..  ..  ^f^2v:^nr  ^ ;Jca:<-.  %n.'  " f*  J-x  ' rr ’ ' r'^O., 

, on  r-*.v  ;>,a-;.i;  /tO  ^ 

■■^‘f  n.  t V / v y'X'-S'Xs'O  a-  C.'-^^a-'  V •i/.  ■•■  . ' ■ - .../^V 

.'"  --^  V-'  vicv.x  o-^  wi•'^,  ' j a-' 

■■-  1;^  ;.  ;^^:o..;  J'' lao/j^r -ei:, 

j,  ' vTt'. .n':' v;a  . -.:  J ;a\  :!t  a -I'-j  ■ -'- 

■ . '-■■ '■  "■■  ■■  ■^•■■'^  «w/^-  7 o- -i.;  /m'-j  -I  ';  •••'^  - ■"  ;-  ' ..  - 'l,.  b 

;/,.  ira;-  i>-  ■ vf.:o:-  n.;  - ..xffniZtrq  ^ 'tt.o  a - ^ ^T-  '\\,V,r  -.:  ^ ^ 

•;•  ;a  • «•  «a,‘.. 'lol  !li.' ■■  . ' ion  ni^%i  \.-  ;.  -y  y:,-  ■■  ■ o-i '/.  _•. 

' :ao.:‘ -''MYitt:-  o / t : i-j  ah#'-*  ' 

* »i-M  ri'-w  ^ ••• 'c'i  .'  .' :v  J*i#;r' ‘4 


' ’^1  .a*,  r . V/‘  S.  -'  •‘'J  X 4 


Ar^  . '-l:^  ^ \:n:  :ir  J'lXiA  t-./'i*..:a.  . 

9 os  fj  '-'r-r* 

'— • ._  , riJkl  I » JCa  '»-  - •■  . ■ ' • dk^  — ^ f ;.*'_■  * . *.  ■ ' t*  ^ < '1  &•  -■  ‘^•.' 


^ \ 


x-:.j'C;  “w;  j.ori'^/r)  n.i'  itji  ,■.  .,.  j,  :'; -1/.^,.^  r-^  ' ■ ■ - ■ ‘.'■■'.va-  -a  • '. 

^ r:  ,ifacq  j^n4^ilaJ^>a(oy  ■•?4cj2ii:c  r i V.::^  irtq2i>  ':-o  oomf.f^Yil  . .;  " c 

• ,.  -._,^  a-*-h.?r  nt  o::'o  !*sB\y  .^dtn,:';i:a  eXt'  rJt  tr.vXoryi  x j - ■■J:^x‘- i-tio  :' 

-.■  .'..''a;  '^'  ^ ©vrp'tfiq'^f'T'-^ hi'aac'iv.cf  m^oati)  ox/f  ‘ 

‘‘  v-r-.' ':'  ‘ . ■ ,;  ; . . 4.  xix'«lm{:iv.f,t  ^ (v  ^ b,;' ' >:*.■  •'' 


' * : ■*  ■ ‘ . . xMv"  ■ ; :^' 

U-X'-vr  ax 


4'^ ' 


^ ^ys^oiiim  ^'i.?"'  ■' .0  ■)■:', Yr ,,  f.  vvx^  iioi 'I.hafo- i:-M-‘  i ; 

0(  :■  ^ nx  ;Xf>^  Up  y. - '.Xvi..  ' '■  1 

* .■  XXO  arivrt'.r^'r,  al  16  qv  j ;' 

^ “V  Ak:#.  .V  ^ . .‘TaM*  »A'-«  *r  ’>  «*  • «*  i ,1  * .•  lil  i . ' ' Mm  ,._  «.  m ..  / ^ IL .».  _ .<*»  »%.  M.  #.«M‘  4 


..  ■ Pr:Hi;t-  ll6  ^ tpciXri  x£i.av.  feH;;^vp‘iq  'Xc  ^:>:.'.c,  * if! 

lo  r>,  • £•'■?  v^vAi;  na^S^  t^ac^  jra  r/':i  .•  ' 

nv$*>  T^nq  i^x',nt'0p  ■:,>*l  o:I V’,:-n  n b-  ' 

ot:'-:.U\(,.i^  ©#'  r^o>^a  Xi  ._  .vi.':  lb  n:'"ayjj  A*Xi^(m  '"  •:  <3f5 

■.  • 4.'vSr  "/--aX-bXXA?.;  ^ y I/'- CXc  5X-C ’ O'-'fV 

. a’.v.h .O-i^jKi  .tiwf.xib  vv-a'-: 

-■  liXi  ;^fET0  ; ?‘  ^ j.  v.r^sT^ '■■^^  'I :‘v’ ^.,an.Xxr7C'''‘  ;’?■;'  ‘ ' 


•.■'**'•'  * r-r  V ' r'  -•  r - *<^7:7-1  , v^n— ^ *WHY  .4; 

■ - ■ - '-  ’ "a-  - . ''  . .‘'xq 

<jViy  'iMTiJ  I-.*  ?'.v'4.,-Mi  r 1 ^ 'rzln 


erto.  '^+gl.{aq.  yd  Xa^j'.ir'TO  f:.a  r 


'i  1^' 


.4 


4,  *mO'  ■r,^:Xi^l 

X''\oV'  ’w  *iC'6./X^.fe  I 


\U'J  X-'  V'.'}  ? 'Xc  ., 


i;  .-  Xj^oXv..-' .’s^O-b  06%  noiO 

.ibox  't;.  ;,  - Xbb'V.  a 

1^’  . T a/S; 

..  V.  '•'■■^  b'lr-iJ  ?/!t 'vAr  V’vTaiX.l  .'x  Xt;;’.;i  /►  cX  ■ f-  C'Xt^  ^ 

.Oi:i  f 'i'r'’.»Tonf  o#  4X<li«- vXifliU  *4^1  h';':  / i ,.  ^Td-i  t -r-  . o'^r  ' • 

r^^f: s iopo,.;  a..;-^o<tnx  aoBi'  . x ^ 

■"a  • ' ■'  » 


’ > ■ - ^4  .X"' ■ 

. :r/t'.r{  ,5  Vi.  . •;  ;;  rT.t  ♦tV4>i  „'''oq  ,fM'‘ ,'.  ;C-  yiiX3r/''^fi  '^’''--.'b  te ‘Xfab’;-.'C‘a"'af f ., . 

■‘I 'j-X  X;  ' vX-‘X  gtfii.Xbr*'' q ^' : ■ X- a yX;-.'  :V3«;:rX  X* 


'Si 


» »*  4 '■.^'* 


/I  a 

X • 7 *•  r ..  i i''*  ifi':  ’-  SiM 


• ;C3C  I,/X1 


■a 


x;.. 


:'SaJ""- 


